74                  STAGE CONFIDENCES
play, though goodness knows there are plenty of interruptions from other causes.
One that comes often to my mind occurred at Daly's. He once tried to keep the theatre open in the summer-time — that was a failure. Two or three plays were tried, then he abandoned the scheme. But while "No Name" was on, Mr. Parks was cast for a part he was utterly unsuited for. He stamped and stammered out his indignation and objection, but he was not listened to, so on he went.
During the play he was found seated at a table; and he not answering a question put to him, his housekeeper knelt at his side, lifted his hand, and let it fall, heavily, then in awed tones exclaimed, "He is dead !"
Now there is no use denying that, clever actor as he was, he was very, very bad in that part; and on the third night,when the housekeeper let his hand fall and said, " He is dead!" in clear and hearty response from the gallery came the surprising words, "Thank God!"we faced   each   other,
